
 

 CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

 

Local elections were held in December and the ballots were 
counted on January 5th and on January 7th, 2021, the new Ex-
ecutive Board for AFSCME Local 448 was sworn in. We have a 
lot of work ahead of us over the next 2 years, but I know we are 
up for the task. 

I would like to introduce the newly installed Local 448 Executive 
Board. 

Officers 

President-Alice Sutherland 

Vice President-Diane Ritter 

Secretary-Taquisha Santos Teague 

Treasurer-Laurie Scudder 

Chapter Chairs 

DCFS-Tanya Burns 

Revenue-Marie Reck 

Lottery-Jennifer Lavasseur 

Members at large 

Aaron Sockwell 

Tom Soresie 

Robin Aebly 

Trustees 

Tina Green 

Greg Duffy 

Jeff  Bergstrom 

February 2021 

President:  Alice Sutherland 
Vice President:  Diane Ritter-263-6673 
Secretary:  Taquisha Santos-Teague 
973-2857 
Treasurer:  Laurie Scudder-987-7509 
 
Chapter Chairs  
Tanya Burns: DCFS-847-9104 
Marie Reck: Revenue-209-5405 
Jennifer Lavasseur: Lottery 773-330-0566 
 
Members at Large  
Aaron Sockwell: DHS-670-5283 
Robin Aebly: DCFS-908-9664 
Tom Soresie: DCFS-973-2857 
 
Trustees 
Tina Wren: DCFS-590-9350 
Jeff Bergstrom: DHS-908-2969 
Greg Duffy: DCFS-994-0502 
 
People Chair  
Laurie Scudder: Revenue-987-7509 
 
 
Chris Hooser: Staff Representative-815-968-0447 
 
 
 
  

 
ZOOM MEETING 
Contact Alice for link to 
Zoom meeting  
 

March 4, 2021 

 
ZOOM MEETING 
Contact Alice for link to 
Zoom meeting 

June 3, 2021 

  

  

All Membership meetings 

will begin at 6:30 p.m.   

 

 

Meeting Dates 
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Thank You!! 

We owe a big thank you to those members of the Executive Board members who have retired and 
or are no longer on the executive board. 
 

Kathy Lane, for all the years she has dedicated to our local and this union. Enjoy your retirement 
Kathy; it was hard earned and well deserved.   
 

Dave Beccue has been active in our local for as long as I can remember. For the last several years, 
he has served as the Chapter Chair for DNR. Dave has retired from DNR as well as the executive 
board. We wish you all the best. Hopefully you will stay active with the retiree local. 
 
Gail Greenblatt has served this local in many capacities. Most recently she had servers as the  
local’s Treasurer for the last several years. Gail is still a steward at DCFS and we are grateful to 
have her still in that capacity.  
  

Melissa Dix held the position of DHS Chapter Chair on the executive board. Don’t worry, she didn’t 
go far. Melissa will still be around and a steward for DHS. 
  
  

History is Made 

Not only do we have new leadership in our local we have new leadership for our nation. 
On 1-20-2021 Joe Biden was sworn in as the 46th President and Kamala Harris was sworn in as the 
very first female Vice President of the United States.  
  
  

Union Plus Scholarships  

Nearly $5 million in scholarships awarded to union families!! 

Since 1991, the Union Plus Scholarship Program has awarded more than $4.8 million to students of 
working families who want to begin or continue their post-secondary education. More than 3,200 
families have benefited from our commitment to higher education. 

Go to https://www.unionplus.org to find out more. The 2021 application deadline is January 31, 
2021. Winners will be announced May 31, 2021. 

  

Thank You Received 

The year 2020 has been horrific for everyone. We, as State employees, are more fortunate than 
most in that we still have our jobs and are receiving a steady paycheck unlike the millions of people 
who have had to file for unemployment or seek assistance through DHS. With this in mind, earlier 
this year, a motion was made and passed to donate to 5 area food pantries. So far, we have re-
ceived a Thank you from the Freeport Area Church Cooperative, The Salvation Army of DeKalb, Dix-
on Food Pantry and Sauk Valley Food Bank in Sterling. All were extremely appreciative for the do-
nation.  
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1302 Institute Blvd. 
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